**To the Editor:** In the article "Analysis of cervical smears in a Muslim population" in the May--June issue of the Annals, the authors report on abnormal smears in a Muslim population. In about 21 000 cases, a good number for evaluation, the prevalence was 0.5%, which they concluded was low compared with Western populations. In my opinion, the higher rate of abnormal smears in Western Society is due to several social factors, but this theory requires more study. Early sex (before marriage), even at an age as low as 13 years, is common in the West. This is rare in a Muslim population, but may rise with adaptation to Western culture. The use of oral contraceptives at very early ages and sometimes even spermicidal condoms occurs in Western populations. Having more than one sex partner at a time is more common. Uncircumcised husbands and sex partners in non-Muslim societies also increases the prevalence of cervical carcinoma, as proved by work in India and the Western world. Circumcision has been recommended in Islamic societies for many years as a part of Muslim teachings, but not in Western societies, although many adults in the West now get circumcised. Women of lower socioeconomic profile have a lower prevalence of abnormal cervical smears than middle and upper strata women because they do not believe in family planning, bottle feeding, and other social evils that prevail in the so-called modern societies. Finally, Islam allows men to marry four wives, but not women to marry four husbands.
